17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, A
*MISTAKEN IDENTITY*

1. Even with AI. On July 11th, this year, 2026, an article from Ag Update, by Sue Roesler, titled “Drones, robots, AI may hold the future to weed control strategies” described how AI-guided drones and precision weeding robots utilize sensors, cameras, and large databases of millions of images to identify weeds. But even these latest AI-assisted drones, cool as they are, eco-friendly as they are, more economical as they are, do NOT identify the weeds with 100% accuracy. They can still mistake some wheat for weeds or darnel, despite the millions of images of over 15,000 plant species used to train the computer algorithms to distinguish good crops from unwanted weeds. Of course, our Lord’s parable in today’s Gospel reading (Mt 13:24-43) remains forever valid as it pertains to you and me. But even His analogy of the difficulty of distinguishing harmful weeds from useful wheat remains relevant as well. Yes, as it pertains to human beings, God is the only one who can judge without error, for it takes an all-knowing, all-powerful being to give perfect justice. And fortunately for us, God is also all-merciful. This message is introduced in today’s 1st reading (Wis 12:13, 16-19): “For your might is the source of justice; your mastery over all things makes you lenient to all.” 

2. Evil is Real. Divine mercy should not make us naïve. Agents of evil exist. Today’s Gospel reading gives a clear example of evil planned and executed secretly for the sake of causing harm. Continuing His 3rd great speech which changed the world, our Lord told another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a man who sowed good seed in his field. While everyone was asleep his enemy came and sowed weeds all through the wheat, and then went off.” (v.24-25). The evil done by the Sower’s enemy was terrible considering the special nature of the weeds sown by the enemy. They greatly resembled wheat. Some translations call them tares or darnels. (Greek: Zizania; Latin: Lolium temulentum). The enemy secretly planted tares that greatly resembled wheat. The enemy mixed good with what appeared good but was evil. The tares, or darnels or Zizania so resembled wheat that some cultures just call them “bad wheat”. In fact, the practical way of distinguishing the darnel from the good wheat is through their fruit. This fact is attested in our Lord’s parable: “When the crop grew and bore fruit, the weeds appeared as well”. The wheat produces grains that we collect and make flour for bread, pasta, etc. The tares produce seeds that are actually poisonous! By competing for nutrients, some harm had already been done by the darnels. Of course, the servants wanted to stop further harm immediately, by proposing to pull up the darnels. Our Lord responded with a solution that should become our best and safest reaction to conspiracies: “No, if you pull up the weeds you might uproot the wheat along with them. Let them grow together until harvest”. Church history is replete with instances where we failed to heed this advice. The Great Jubilee year 2000 included a day of Prayer for Forgiveness of the Sins of the Church on March 12, 2000, some of which were sins committed in attempts to separate wheats from darnels before harvest, such as: "non-evangelical methods" in the service of faith, as for example, during the Inquisition. The injustice of mistaken identity is real.

3. While Waiting for the Harvest. Interestingly, in the Parable, the servants did not know where the darnels came from. Only the “Divine” Sower knew. In the absence of knowledge about immediate cause of evil, we usually invent some causes, ending up with conspiracy theories. We invent them to fill gaps in knowledge, to further accuse our enemies, to find culprits for whatever evil we are enduring, and at its worst, to find excuses for some of our own failures. Sisters and Brothers, in the face of both real conspiracies and conspiracy theories, let us do exactly what our Lord tells us in today’s Parable: grow together till harvest. Let us pray for the patience and the long suffering required for wheat and darnels to grow together till harvest time. Praying is what to do while waiting for the harvest. Sometimes it can be challenging and discouraging to find the darnels blossoming around us. Today’s 2nd reading (Rom 8:26-27) reminds us that during such moments “The Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness”, interceding for us, according to God’s will. May it be so for us as we deal with so many darnels of confusion and mistaken identity in our society today, through Christ out Lord, Amen. 
https://youtu.be/tPUR50tmli4

*We are grateful to Fr. Andrew Ekpeyong of St. Mary Magdalene Catholic Church, Omaha, USA, for accepting to be piur online homilist this year, 2026

