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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT, A
*WHEN GOOD PEOPLE

Joke. Let’s start with a riddle on two of the gifts of the Holy Spirit mentioned in
today’s 1° reading. What’s the difference between knowledge and wisdom?
Knowledge is knowing that a tomato is a fruit, while wisdom is knowing not to
include it in a fruit salad, but in a vegetable salad. Sisters and Brothers, we go
through life, in need of wisdom and knowledge, understanding and fortitude,
counsel and the fear of God. Today’s 1° reading identifies the Spirit of God as the
source of these gifts and the Messiah as the one who has them in full measure. In
that 1% reading (Is 11:1-10), the promise is made that the Spirit will rest upon the
Messiah, along with His gifts of wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude,
knowledge and the fear of God. Each of these gifts is crucial but let’s just expand
on the first, wisdom. The Catechism of the Catholic Church using Scripture,
defines wisdom as “a spiritual gift which enables one to know the purpose and
plan of God.” (cf, CCC 1831). Hence, we are wise, to the extent that we conform
our will to God’s will, God’s plan for us and the rest of creation, including God’s
plan of salvation by the Messiah.

The Messiah. The responsorial Psalm (Ps 72© echoes the fruits of salvation by the
Messiah: “Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace forever”. The 2™
reading (Rom 15:4-9) reminds us that the Messiah Israel awaited is the Savior of
the world: of Jews and Gentiles alike. But God’s ultimate salvation, God’s answer
to the ultimate questions of meaning or purpose of existence, God’s solution to
the problem of evil, is not forced on anyone. The Gospel reading (Mt 3:1-12) is an
appeal to us to respond by repentance.

Repentance. Yes, John the Baptist proclaimed in the desert of Judea and the voice
of God in our consciences, the Holy Spirit, continues to proclaim in the desert of
our hearts: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” “Produce good fruit as
evidence of your repentance”. Fortunately, Sisters and Brothers, there is evidence
of your repentance, your presence at this Mass. The Spiritis already at work in you,
bringing you to worship God. So how can good people such as yourself, repent?
Well, here is an excellent example for you and me. Job was a righteous man (Job
1:1,8, 2:3). Scripture describes him: “In the land of Uz there was a blameless and
upright man named Job, who feared God and avoided evil.” Wow. Even during his
suffering he did not “sin” but wanted to know why he was suffering unjustly (Job
10). Job sought to confront God to defend his own righteousness (Job 13:3, 23:3-



4). God rather confronted Job. Job then acknowledged he had wrong ideas and
spoke rashly. Job changed his mind saying: “..therefore | despise myself and
repent in dust and ashes.” Job 42:6. When good people repent, they abandon
personal convictions and expectations that are in opposition to God’s will. Good
people who repent become aware of the limits of human laws and leave final
judgement to God. Good people who repent stop turning their heads away from
the miseries of others. Good people who repent have wisdom from the Holy Spirit,
which makes them realize God’s plan for the world. Good people who repent have
clearer vision, better hearing: they see injustice and hear the cries of others more
than ever and therefore produce more fruits of repentance through greater charity,
through sacrificial love of God and neighbor. The day all good people fully repent
is the day justice and peace will flourish forever. Thanks be to God, you are on track
towards that day.

https://youtu.be/pgbsLsCbXoc

*We are grateful to Fr Andrew Ekpenyong of St Mary Magdalene Catholic Church
Omaha, USA, for accepting to be our online homilist this year, 2025


https://youtu.be/pqbsLsCbXoc

