FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT, A
*WORD OF THE YEAR 2025

1. Joke. Let’s start with two riddles that illustrate the Word of the Year 2025. i) "Why did the digital content creator break up with their most dedicated fan?" "Because the fan kept showing up at their house with gifts but forgot the digital creator didn't know them!" ii) What's the difference between a parasocial relationship and a real one? In a real relationship, you have to share your Netflix password. Sisters and Brothers, the Cambridge Dictionary has named “parasocial” as the Word of the Year for 2025. The dictionary defines ‘parasocial’ thus: “involving or relating to a connection that someone feels between themselves and a famous person they do not know, a character in a book, film, TV series, etc, or an artificial intelligence”. Of course, parasocial relationships have spiked up with social media, online interactions, AI, etc. Interestingly, our relationship with God is the opposite of parasocial. God knows us more than we know ourselves. God knows us more than we will ever know God. It is a transcendent interpersonal relationship. Sisters and Brothers, here is where it gets most interesting. God has taken human nature in Jesus Christ, so as to make our relationship with God, not parasocial, but concrete and interpersonal.  

2. Advent. Today is the 1st Sunday of Advent, the season of preparation to commemorate the incarnation of the Son of God. Yes, in Advent, we prepare to celebrate Christmas, the first coming of Christ. We prepare for the 2nd coming of Christ at the end of time or at the end of our lives. Even more importantly, we take advantage of the daily coming of Christ into our lives, through the Word of God we hear/read, the Body and Blood of Christ we receive, the people we encounter and reach out to, especially the less privileged. That way we experience the continuous presence of Christ in our lives and our world. This is the opposite of a parasocial relationship. “It is no longer we that live but Christ lives in us”. (Gal 2:20). What a host of opportunities to enjoy Christ. Today’s Scripture readings challenge us to make better preparations for Christ’s final Advent. Incidentally, certain organizations and persons have been inspired by today’s Scripture readings in spectacular ways and we too should be inspired. The 1st reading (Is 2:1-5) is a description of the peace that the Messiah would bring in His first coming. The peace will not be automatic. It will be a process involving people’s response to the Messiah, the Prince of Peace: “They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; one nation shall not raise the sword against another, nor shall they train for war again”. Isaiah 2:4. Those are among the most pacific words ever written and no wonder the United Nations adopted those words. The words appropriately adorn the so-called Isaiah Wall on the United Nations Plaza, opposite the UN Headquarters in New York. Yes, they shall turn their nuclear weapons into nuclear reactors for electricity, agriculture and medical applications. In preparation to celebrate the 1st coming of the Prince of Peace, I must make peace with neighbors. It is a process that can always be improved upon, year by year, day by day, enabling us to enjoy Christ, more and more. The Gospel reading (Mt 24:37-44) exhorts us to be prepared for the 2nd and final coming of the Lord. "… For you do not know on which day your Lord will come…you also must be prepared…." It seems like Robert Baden-Powell got inspiration from this passage in giving the Boy Scouts their motto: Be Prepared. 

3. Tolle lege. Dear Sisters and Brothers, the continuous presence of Christ in our lives, through the Word of God we hear, the Eucharist we receive, the people we encounter and reach out to, is happening right now and it keeps our relationship with Christ real, interpersonal and not parasocial. St Augustine typifies what that relationship entails. He read the very words we heard in today’s 2nd Reading (Rom 13:11-14) and that was it. He described in his work Confessions, how it happened, with the mysterious voice, Tolle Lege, Tolle Lege (take up and read, take up and read). He read Romans 13:13 “not in orgies and drunkenness, not in promiscuity and lust, not in rivalry and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for the desires of the flesh.” St Augustine’s life exemplified the breaking of bad habits and building up of virtues, thanks to Christian conversion. Daily conversion, repetition of good deeds: these are the ways we live continuously in the presence of Christ, enjoying His peace even in a turbulent world. It is not a parasocial relationship but a transcendent relationship that eventually fulfills our inmost yearnings. 
https://youtu.be/ekD_qWRpuTc

*We are grateful to Fr Andrew Ekpenyong of St Mary Magdalene Catholic Church, Omaha, USA. For accepting to be our online homilist for this year 2025.

