
14TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, C 

DISCIPLESHIP: DIFFICULT BUT POSSIBLE CALL 

“The harvest is rich, but the labourers are few … Take no purse, no haversack, 

no sandals, and greet no one on the road” (Luke 10: 2, 4)” 

 

The Challenge of the Missionaries: This last week, I have been reading a book on 

first indigenous bishop of my archdiocese in Nigeria, Archbishop Brian Davis 

Usanga: A Shepherd With the Heart of Gold. The book, written by Fr. Charles Etim, 

a priest of Calabar Archdiocese recounts in lucid term the missionary endeavours 

of the Irish Holy Ghost missionaries and St. Patrick’s priests who evangelized my 

people. They traversed long distances with very terrain mostly on foot, endured 

the bites of mosquitoes, and suffered bouts of malaria, tolerated unfamiliar 

menus set before them, struggled with the languages that were completely 

foreign and yet in a-never-say-die spirit planted the seed of the gospel of Christ’s 

Kingdom that has produced many fruits, including me. Their story was a response 

to the message of Christ in today’s Gospel (Lk. 10: 1-12, 17-20). A message that 

continues to challenge us to respond to the clarion call: “The harvest is rich, but 

the labourers are few.”  

 On this 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time, we continue our walk with Jesus and His 

disciples towards Jerusalem. It is a learning process for the disciples who will 

have to be well-equipped for the mission ahead. Jesus wasted no time in 

presenting the mantra of discipleship to them as they walked along. This has 

been the pattern these last couple of weeks. Today, Jesus puts them out on the 

field with clear and distinct instructions that are still fundamental and relevant 

to discipleship in present-day missionary situations. These are the rules for 

successful discipleship as outline by Jesus in today’s Gospel. Do not go it alone. 

Do not draw attention to yourself. Accept whatever is set before you. If you they 

reject you, move on. Do not seek revenge. Trust in God. 

Do Not God Alone: St. Luke records that “Jesus appointed seventy-two others 

and sent them out ahead of Him, in pairs, to all the towns and places He Himself 

was to visit.”  The number “Seventy-two” or “seventy” as some translations 

tender, has some biblical references and significance: In Genesis 11: 10-32, there 

is a lengthy list of genealogy of the sons of Noah from Shem to Abram and to 

Terah, this is sometimes called the “Table of Nations” of the world. In Numbers 

11: 10-17, it was the number of the elders chosen by Moses to assist him in the 

administration of peace and justice among the people of God on their journey 



(Numbers 11: 10-17). Also, in Numbers 11: 24-27, this was the number of elders, 

including Medad and Eldad, upon whom the Spirit of God descended when 

Moses prayed. Accordingly, Jesus was acting true to known ancient Jewish 

tradition. Jesus sent these men “in pairs.” The Law of Moses required the 

evidence of two or more witnesses to sustain a suit in the court. This could have 

also informed Jesus’ choice of the number. However, the important message 

here is that the missionary was not to go alone. Loneliness can lead to depression, 

which can cause an insurmountable setback in the pursuit of mission. 

Companionship is importance, for “it is not good for the man tom be alone.” 

Support, mutual relationship, sharing of ideas are necessary for progress in 

breaking through unexpected barriers. 

The Journey is Rough: Jesus knew that the tasks ahead was tough and minced 

no words when He told the disciples who were with Him: “I am sending you like 

lambs among wolves.” The had experienced the antagonisms and hatred 

directed at their Master as they walked along, like the refusal of the Samaritans 

to let them pass through their town (Lk. 9: 52-53). There will be many more, 

climaxed with the crucifixion. These were practical encounters they had to learn 

from. As today’s missionaries, we should not expect anything less. We should be 

prepared to embrace dissension and animosity, even from among our own.  

Make No Provisions for Yourself: One would have thought that knowing how 

difficult the mission would be, that Jesus would ask His disciples to make 

provisions for themselves. He instructed: “Carry no purse, no haversack, no 

sandals.” They were to travel light, without physical encumbrances. The One who 

calls and sends out would provide what you need. They were to trust in the Lord 

of the harvest for protection from danger and nourishment. They were not to 

allow unnecessary relationships and comradeships to distract them. The mission 

required focus and total commitment. It is a call to self-sacrifice and total 

surrender to the will of The One who called and sent. The life of St. Paul is an 

exemplary model for us, as he bears witness in the Second Reading (Gal. 6: 14-

18): “The only thing I can boast about is the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 

whom the world is crucified to me, and I to the world.” Every baptised person is 

called in no lesser way to a life of discipleship. How have we been responding to 

this? 

The Message: The disciples were not to project themselves nor preach a message 

that was personal. The message was given, and it was short, direct, and simple: 

“The kingdom of God is very near to you.” They were to speak, not of their own 



authority but of The One who sent them. The messenger does not speak of his 

authority and does not deliver his own words – he delivers the message of the 

one who sent him. Jesus always saw Himself in this position for He 

acknowledged that His words and works were as the Father commanded Him 

(John 12: 49; 14: 10). Therefore, just as Jesus spoke as commanded by the Father 

so were the disciples of Jesus to speak as Jesus commanded. Jesus calls us to 

deliver, not our message, but the message of the One who called and sent us. It 

is a message that we must communicate to everyone we encounter. As St. Paul 

exhorted Timothy to preach the gospel in season and out of season, welcomed or 

unwelcomed (2 Tim. 4: 2) the disciples then, and now, we are to preach with 

similar passion to those who welcome us to their homes and to those who reject 

us. Christianity is suffering many setbacks today because modern preachers have 

turned the searchlights on themselves as the heroes of the gospel while pursuing 

their personal and selfish projects. They have mutilated and diluted the message 

to satisfy the itching ears of men to attract crowds to themselves. 

The Joy of Discipleship: The reason for the joy of the disciples is obvious. They 

had a successful experience – “even the devils submit to us when we use Your 

Name.” Notice however, that the devils fell at the use of the name of Jesus. The 

Lord Jesus is the Source of the power. Today, evangelists and disciples have 

forgotten the Psalmist: “Not to us Lord, not to us. But to Your Name give the 

glory” (Psalm 115: 1). Pastors have arrogated to themselves the power of God 

and have manipulated the power entrusted to them for the service of God and 

humanity into instruments of abuse, deception, and fraud. The greatest joy, 

Jesus says, is not that the devils submit, for this can easily lead to pride and 

eventually a fall, but that “your names are written in heaven” (Luke 10: 20). We 

must integrate all missionary efforts towards the ultimate and lasting rewards – 

eternal life. 

My dear friends, Jesus has called and sent us out to preach the gospel in our 

many ways to those around us. We are the messengers of Christ. We are His 

missionaries today. We are His voice. How we respond depends on how prepared 

we are to make the needed sacrifices. May the grace of God be sufficient for us all. 

 


